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The second century of our minis-
try has arrived, and with it comes 
the challenges of operating a 
Children’s Home during these 
changing times.  Many of you 
have heard me speak about the 
implications of the federal Family 
First legislation on Christian min-
istries that do not want to change 
to a treatment center model, but 
prefer to remain a home that 
offers a family style environment.  
While we are working with our 
friends at the Departments of So-
cial Services on ways we can help 
with children that come into foster 
care, there is no question that this 
legislation will adversely affect our 
ability to work with foster children.  
Our Board of Directors and our 
staff are committed to remaining a 
Presbyterian Children’s Home and 
finding a way to help children and 
their families that need a home 
when they are unable to make 
theirs work.

In order for this to happen, we 
need to strengthen our relation-
ship with the Presbyterian church-
es across Virginia.  We are the 
only Presbyterian Children’s Home 
in the Commonwealth, and we will 
need the support of all of our con-
gregations in order to achieve our 
goals.  With that in mind, we are 
starting an Ambassador program 
within the Presbyterian churches.  
We are looking for an Ambassador 
from every church that will be the 

liaison between the church and 
our ministry.  We will provide the 
Ambassador information about our 
program that can be shared with 
the congregation, as well as help 
them organize the Thanksgiving 
offering for Children’s Services 
and designating it to us.  We need 
your support more than ever as 
we continue to provide a home for 
the children that desperately need 
us.

Please enjoy all of the pictures of 
the fun things our children experi-
enced over the holidays.  They are 
examples of the wonderful expe-
riences your generosity allows us 
to provide our children.  Thanks 
again for all of your love and sup-

Billy Rice
Executive 
Director

During our 100th Anniversary we developed 
a historical display which was featured on 
our campus and will be featured at some 
future date in the Wytheville Department of 
Museums displays.  For those of you who 
were unable to attend our celebration we 
have decided to feature some of the items 
in our newsletters.

The first item we will feature is the Foster 
Falls Bell.  This bell which is encased in 
glass sits proudly in the Eckman Chapel on 
the PCHH Campus.  The bell Is an original 
piece from the Foster Falls Orphanage and 
is something that we treasure dearly.  Res-
idents who have seen it have reflected that 
they remember house parents using it to 
wake them in the morning, or to call them 
to dinner.  It is truly an amazing piece of 
our history and one that we are blessed to 
possess. If you listen really close when the 
chapel is empty you can hear the old bell 
calling children to their hope and purpose!  
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Please keep the Kelley family in 
your thoughts and prayers for 

their recent loss.  Catherine was a 
valued member of our Board and 

will be greatly missed!  



As we progress into our second century of service there 
are a number of options for you to help our mission.  

Some of the ways include:

AMAZON SMILE — AmazonSmile is a website operat-
ed by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping 
features as Amazon.com. The difference is that when you 
shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the 
charitable organization of your choice. Every item available 
for purchase on www.amazon.com is also available on Am-
azonSmile (smile.amazon.com) at the same price. You will 
see eligible products marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile do-
nation” on their product detail pages. 
How do I shop at AmazonSmile?  —  To shop at AmazonS-
mile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser 
on your computer or mobile device. You may also want to 
add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier 
to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile. 
Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on Amazon-
Smile?  —  Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com 
and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding 
or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same. 
How do I select a charitable organization to support when 
shopping on AmazonSmile?  —  On your first visit to Am-
azonSmile smile.amazon.com, you need to select Presbyte-
rian Children’s Home of the Highlands to receive donations 
from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. PCHH is 
registered as one of the eligible charities to receive the do-
nations. They will remember your selection, and then every 
eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result 
in a donation. AmazonSmile will occasionally contact you 
about donation amounts disbursed to your chosen charity or 
about the program.

FACEBOOK – Whenever you have the opportunity share 
a post about PCHH and have us selected as your charity of 
choice where others can donate to the Home. Also Facebook 
allows you to raise money for your birthday by selecting 
PCHH as the charity of your choosing.

TAX CREDITS / WHITE PAPER — You may be eligible 
for one of the limited number of Tax Credits available for do-
nations.  For more information please contact Billy (billy@
pchh.org). White paper includes stocks, bonds, trusts, real 
estate and many times provide the donor with significant tax 
breaks. Call for information on how to transfer these kinds of 
gifts directly to maximize your benefit.

CASH DONATIONS — Donations are always useful! Your 
generosity helps pay the bills providing all the needs of our 
ministry.

PCHH AMBASSADOR —  Our 100th Anniversary year was 
a great success! Thanks to everyone who helped make it so 
successful. As we enter a new year (and century) of ministry 
to children and youth and are seeking new ways to enhance 
our presence and grow the PCHH Family. One idea that we 
want to implement is to establish a network of “Ambassadors” 
who can be our key persons in each church. So…  we are 
seeking an individual from each church to become a PCHH 
Ambassador for Children. Basic duties will be to share infor-
mation about the Children’s Home with your church family or 
group members. We anticipate most communications will be 
done via periodic e-mails so it will be easy and convenient. 
Each Ambassador should become familiar with our website 
because there is a wealth of knowledge about the ministry 
presented there. Each Ambassador will be mailed a folder of 
information that contains a ton of information in one simple-
to-use folder. A big part of being a successful Ambassador is 
to be familiar with the ministry and its mission.
Requirements are relatively simple; provide us with your 
contact information, start reviewing our website (www.pchh.
org) and we will mail your information folder to you. You can 
send us your contact information via mail (PCHH, PO Box 
545, Wytheville, VA  24382) or e-mail it to Dale Yontz (dale@
pchh.org). You will be our eyes and ears in your area and we 
look forward to joining our ministry in this special way. You 
can make a difference for this ministry as we carry out our 
mission of “Giving Children Hope & Purpose for the Future.”

SCHEDULE A VISIT – either plan to visit our campus or 
schedule to have us attend an event of your choosing to spread 
the word about PCHH.

PICNIC PAVILION — We now have our new Victoria 
Beam Pavilion available for use by groups and individuals. 
Located beside our pool, this beautiful facility allows visitors 
to enjoy the beauty of our campus with the scenic views of 
Wythe County all around.

Other OpportunitiesOther Opportunities

Ways To Make a DifferenceWays To Make a DifferencePCHHPCHH
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Recent Special PCHH Fundraisers
Teeing Off Fore the ChildrenTravis Hooker — Yeta 100 Mile Run

Next Year...

First Friday in August

August 7, 2020

2019 - 
Big

SUCCESS!

Travis Hooker is a hero to so many people...  his fam-
ily, his community, his co-workers and his PCHH 

Family. Go to our wesite to see more pictures and infor-
mation about his unbelievable run and pictures of our 
100th Anniversary Celebration.

Wow, what a weekend!  After years of meticulous planning, the 
celebration of our ministry’s 100th anniversary was a rousing 

success.  It began with an old-fashioned ice cream social at Foster Falls, 
which is the site where the Children’s Home began.  This was followed 
on a gorgeous Saturday by the celebration on our campus, which was 
attended by an estimated 400 people throughout the day.  Both events 
were well attended, and we appreciate everyone who celebrated with us.

The highlight of the day was the dedication of the Sarah Ellen Harless 
Garden of Hope, which honors all of our supporters who gave $1,000 or 
more to the 100th Anniversary campaign.  This campaign, which was 
designed to raise money for our Endowment Fund, has brought in just 
under $950,000.  We hope to get to our goal of $1,000,000 by the end of 
next year.  

I want to call attention to the historical display of our ministry that 
was located in our chapel.  If you did not get to attend the festivities, this 
display will be featured at the Wytheville Museum – please stop by and 
see it if you are in town.

A big thanks goes out to our friend Travis Hooker, who competed 
(and finished!) a 100 mile race from Whitetop to Abingdon to raise 
money for the Children’s Home.  Our children went to Abingdon to 
watch Travis finish the race and some actually ran the last part with 
him!  Please check out the article and pictures of the race in the news-
letter. 

With the 100th anniversary celebration behind us, we now turn at-
tention to the challenges of the future.  The pending Family First legis-
lation will change how we can serve children in foster care, but we are 
committed to remaining a children’s home and working with children 
who need a home when their families are unable to care for them.  We 
will need your support more than ever, and will be looking for ways to 
expand our Children’s Home family in the future.

I hope you enjoy the coverage of the 100th anniversary celebration 
in our newsletter.  There are more pictures and information on our 
website, pchh.org.  Thank you for helping us make our first 100 years a 
success and for your investment in our future!

With hope,

1919 — 2019
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We are actively working on our annu-
al fundraising opportunities.  Please 
mark your calendars for the following 
dates.

Charity Auction TBA – We are now 
accepting donations for a new fundrais-
ing event.  If you have any good items or 
antiques to donate please contact 
dale@pchh.org and we will arrange pick-
up of the items and will store them until 
we are able to schedule the auction.

August 7, 2020 – THIRD ANNUAL 
GOLF TOURNAMENT
Our annual golf tournament will be held 
again at the Wytheville Golf Club.  We will 
once again be offering morning and after-
noon tee times so contact us today to sign 
up as we are sure it will fill up fast.  

August 7, 2020 – THIRD ANNUAL 
50/50 BALL DROP 
This is your chance to make a $50 dollar 
donation for the chance to win $5,000.  
NEW This year we will have two addition-
al prizes placed on the green as we have 
had donations of a designer Citizen watch 
courtsey of P.R. Sturgill Fine Jewelry and 
$200 in merchandise from VA Furniture 
Market. Tickets are on sale now so get 
yours today!  To purchase contact 
wynette@pchh.org  

September 25, 2020 – YETI 100 RACE
Again this year Travis Hooker will be run-
ning 100 miles to raise money for PCHH.  
Last year Travis completed the race and 
will be looking to improve on his time 
this year.  To make a donation or pledge 
please e-mail dale@pchh.org.  The race 
was a rousing success last year as Travis 
raised over $3,000 for our ministry.  

Special Thanks to:

for supplying additional Ball Drop prizes
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Marion, VA
Richlands, VA
Hillsville, VA
Alexandra, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Staunton, VA
Buchanan, VA
Bristol, VA
Christiansburg, VA

          * Moderator
      ** Vice-Moderator

Current Needs...
• Photo albums
• Clorox wipes 
• Detergent pods / Dryer sheets
• Snack items 
• Good used vehicles
• Writing journals / coloring  

pencils / adult coloring books
• Sponsorship of a child for 

Christmas - $100
• Stocking stuffer items        

(boys and girls)
www.pchh.org

PCHH Needs


