
Open Doors
Volume 38 No. 2  Presbyterian Children’s Home of the Highlands, Inc. (PCHH)

Second Quarter 2013

Cl a s s  o f  2013. . .  sp o t l i g h t  o n  su C C e s s

Board Members, PCHH staff, friends and family give an extra big salute to our 2013 High School Graduates. Each 
year we are excited to present a special salute to our graduating seniors. These graduates have worked hard to 

earn their diplomas and have scored a significant success in their onward march of facing and conquering challenges. 
For some, it was something that they never thought they could achieve.  Yet, with hard work and persistence, they 
have conquered the challenge and we are pleased to spotlight their success.

Annie...  will be 
joining an independent 

living program in Roanoke 
after graduation. She will 

be working towards a degree in 
nursing at Western VA Community 

College.

         Michael...  will be attending 
Wytheville Community College 

majoring in general studies while 
continuing to live in our In-
dependent Living Program 

after graduation.

                                                               Ricky...
     will be moving to
    an assisted independent
   living program in Roanoke. 
Ricky wants to become an EMT. He is one of our long-

time veteran residents having been with us over 5 years.

Keante...
will also be joining
the PCHH Independent
Living Program and attend
Wytheville Community College. He will be majoring in 
physical education with the goal of becoming a coach.

Congratulations graduates!
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Campus Needs...
•  New roof for Gilmer Cottage
•  Good used vehicles to trans-

port residents to/from never-
ending appointments

•  Beach towels
•  Corn-Toss games
•  Badminton games
•  Gift cards are always good 

gifts that help
Your assistance of helping sup-
ply many of these items goes a 
long way in helping us to be as 
efficient as possible.

Thank you!

Giving Children
Hope & Purpose

For The Future

Marion Alderman -
Jim Bunn -

** Janet Cassell -
Richard Claterbaugh -

Joe Duckwall -
Kathy Floyd -

* Floyd Gilbert -
Tom Gisiner -

Linda Gueringer -
Charlie Huppuch -

Jayne Sneed -
Sara Staley -

Harley Stewart -
Anne Teresa -
Patsy Weeks -

Ed Whitehead -
Shelda Wills -

Hillsville, VA
Bristol, VA
Austinville, VA
Troutville, VA
Roanoke, VA
Charlottesville, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Vinton, VA
Richmond, VA
Verona, VA
Richmond, VA
Marion, VA
Williamsburg, VA
Shepardstown, VA
Radford, VA
Bristol, VA
Christiansburg, VA

The 2013

PCHH Alumni Gathering

Saturday, July 13, 2013

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

On Our Campus

R.S.V.P
Call Liz at 276.228.2861 or
e-mail us at liz@pchh.org and

let us know if you plan to attend

•  Swimming
•  Softball
•  Horseshoes
•  Sharing stories
•  Reminiscing over pictures
•  Lunch at noon

When you work in a ministry 
such as ours, you will experi-

ence a wide range of emotions as you 
interact with the children in your care.  
As I looked at the beautiful pictures of 
our four graduates on the front page 
of this newsletter, many of these emo-
tions ran through me.  The good ones 
come first – happiness and a sense 
of pride in their accomplishments.  
Many of our children have education-
al deficits when they come to us, and 
to know that we have helped them ac-
complish this huge milestone in their 
life is a validation of our mission.

But as any parent knows, the 
next steps in our children’s jour-
ney are filled with angst.  How will 
they do on their own?  Did we teach 
them everything they need to know?  
Will they ever call us again?  Do 
they know that we will still be here 
for them when they need us even 
though they have moved away?

Our staff recognizes that we have 
a short amount to time to teach the 
lessons and provide the experiences 
our children need as they transition 
to adulthood.  Our life skills program 
drives home the practical realities of 
living on your own, and the addition 
of a life skills and educational en-
hancement center to the Lamb Center 
will allow us to expand our offerings 
in this area.  However, we know they 
will continue to need our help as they 
are starting out.  Just last week we 
were able to give one of our residents 
a couch and chair to round out the fur-
nishings for his first apartment.  This 
gift was due to the generosity of our 

supporters, who sometimes give us 
furniture that we can save to help our 
graduates get started on their new lives.

The bottom line for me is that I 
will feel many emotions as I look at 
those pictures but my last thought 
will be the same as the first one – 
happiness and pride in their accom-
plishments.  As part of the Children’s 
Home family, I hope you know that 
your love and support has helped 
make this possible.  On behalf of our 
graduates and our staff, we thank you!

With hope,  

Billy



We Count our Blessings,,, 

It is a common sight to see Mr. Cato 
and a crew of residents out working 
on campus...  making it look great. 

He exemplifies the heart of our staff 
and the unique insight and under-

standing our residents need.

Houseparents, program staff, ad-
ministrative staff, support staff...  

all contribute in such talented ways 
enabling the ministry to provide the 

kinds of results we see.

WE ARE BLESSED with caring, 
talented, devoted staff members that 

make a difference every day in the 
life of this ministry. Thank you God 
for sending such dedicated workers 

to this ministry. They are honored to 
serve as Your hands and feet in the 

lives of these young people.

In today’s world of such wild and crazy times, it is refreshing to pause every day and thank God for all His bless-
ings. There are so many wonderful people helping make this ministry possible.  Many people, companies and 

organizations make a difference in the life of this ministry. The list is long...  board members, staff, volunteers, 
churches, and friends of the Home from across the Commonwealth of Virginia and beyond.  WE ARE BLESSED!

Count your blessings… name them one by one, 
count your blessings… see what God has done. We 
do count our blessings daily! God has been good to 
this ministry and we are amazed at the many ways 
He provides for our many needs.

One of our blessings that we count daily is the sup-
port we receive from our many donors. Billy Rice, 
our Executive Director, signs thank-you letters 
daily and includes a personal note on each… each 
one that goes out our door. We are grateful for your 
support and feel that the personal touch Billy adds 
to the letters hints of just how much we appreciate 
your dedication to this ministry

WE ARE BLESSED to have caring, generous sup-
porters who help sustain this ministry to abused and 
neglected children. God is so good!

every day!



Campus life is never Boring...

giving Children hope & purpose for the future

CheCk our WeB site:
www.pchh.org

The PCHH 
Awards 
Ceremony 
is always a 
highlight of 
the year

We are blessed to have 
Wally Hutton and his 
family take care of our 
pool. They do a wonderful 
job!  Thank you so much!

At the 2013 *NFCCE
Conference, one of
Annie’s drawings
earned 1st Place.

Spring planting 
always brightens 
up the campus

Lora Morgan, our new Case 
Manager for the Independent 
Living Program, settles into 
the job quickly

*NFCCE = National Fellowship of Child Care Executives


