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Open Doors

It’s here!  After years of planning and anticipa-
tion, the 100-year anniversary of our ministry 

has arrived.  From our humble beginnings at Fos-
ter Falls to our beautiful campus in Wytheville 
and, most importantly, the thousands of children 
that have called us their home, there is much to 
celebrate.  During 2019 our newsletters will focus 
on the past, present, and future of our Children’s 
Home.  There is much to be thankful for and cele-
brated, but there are challenges to be met that will 
require the help of our faithful supporters and new 
ones we have yet to reach.  We will be covering all 
of these issues this year.

Let’s start with the celebrating.  Plans are un-
derway for the celebration of our 100th anniversa-
ry on September 21st.  It will be held on our cam-
pus and everyone is invited.  There will be lots of 
food and entertainment, and many ways that you 
can relive and rejoice in our 100 years of ministry.  
Work is also underway on the Sarah Ellen Harless 
Garden of Hope, which will honor individual do-
nors, churches and organizations who contribute 
$1,000 or more to the 100th Anniversary Cam-
paign.  The campaign, to which all contributions 
go to increasing our Endowment Fund, is well on 
its way to achieving our goal of $1,000,000.  As of 
today we have received over $860,000, which puts 
the finish line in sight.  Many of you have already 
contributed to the campaign but if you haven’t, 
please consider a special gift to this cause.  You will 
be helping us ensure the second century of service 
for children in need of a home.

The future brings its challenges, and some of 
them are immediate.  Our relationship with De-
partments of Social Services, who have been our 
partners for years in helping find children in need 
of our services, is in danger due to federal legisla-
tion known as “Family First”.  Without getting into 
all of the specifics, it will restrict DSS’s from placing 
children with ministries such as ours.  This bill was 
passed as part of the budget resolution process early 
last year when it was added as a rider.  Because of 
that, no one is sure of the final impact.  What we 
are sure of is two things – 1) we are committed to 
being a children’s home and 2) we need to increase 
our base of supporters and the ways to find the chil-
dren and families who need our help.  That is why 
the 100th Anniversary Campaign is so important.  
We need to have the funding to make sure we are 
there for the children who need us, regardless of the 
changes that are ahead.  Our legislators have been 
helpful and supportive, and we will keep you posted 
on how you can help as we move forward.

I hope you enjoy the walk down memory lane 
and the joyful pictures of our children in this news-
letter.  Please know how grateful we are for your love 
and support.  It is vital as we move into our second 
century of “giving children hope and purpose for the 
future”. 

With hope,

Billy Rice
Executive Director

A Walk Down Memory Lane...

To view the full collage of pictures visit us on Facebook or our website www.pchh.org



Current Needs...
•  Quality used vehicles
•  Gift cards:  (Walmart, VISA, 

McDonalds, Wendy’s, Bojangles, 
Game Stop)

•  Cottage supplies:  detergent 
pods, dishwisher detergent 
pods, dryer sheets

•  Sponsorships for our golf 
tournment  (ex: $100 Hole 
Sponsor) 

•  Daily prayers, always!
Keep track of more needs by 

checking our website:
www.pchh.org

PCHH Needs

P.O. Box 545
Wytheville, VA 24382

   (276) 228-2861
FAX (276) 228-8154

Open Doors

This agency complies with all state and federal
non-profit fundraising regulations.

A financial statement is available for the asking.

Giving Children
Hope & Purpose
for the Future

Board of directors

www.pchh.org  •  info@pchh.org

Open Doors is an educational publication produced
in-house periodically to provide insights about PCHH.

Billy Rice
executive director

Janet Cassell -
David Dickerson -

Sarah Eller -
Tom Gisiner -

Mike Hendricksen -
Katherine Jackson -

Sharon Jones -
Jill Keifer -

Katherine Kelly -
*Jim Kelly -

** Brenda Lawson -
Gale Legg -

Rachel Messman -
Diane Patty -

Pam Snyder -
Theresa Underwood -

     * Moderator
** Vice-Moderator

Austinville, VA
Radford, VA
Salem, VA
Vinton, VA
Harrisonburg, VA
McKenney, VA
McGaheysville, VA
Norfolk, VA
Toano, VA
Marion, VA
Richlands, VA
Hillsville, VA
Alexandra, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Staunton, VA
Buchanan, VA

100th Anniversary 
Campaign Right On Track!

We continue to see prayers answered and 
lives changed. What a blessing it is to be 

a part of God’s plan for this ministry as we live 
out our mission of Giving Children Hope and 
Purpose for the Future through the Presbyterian 
Children’s Home of the Highlands.

When we started our 100th Anniversary 
Campaign we really didn’t have a specific figure 
in mind as to how much money we should shoot 
for.  As the months swiftly moved by we thought 
what a blessing it would be to raise $250,000.  
As we continued to work and pray we soon re-
alized $500,000 was a definite possibility. As 
people responded to the call for prayful consid-
eration of our Campaign, we increased our goal 
to an unbelivable goal of $1,000,000.

Today, the graphic below tells the story. We 
are within reach of the $1,000,000 goal and we 
firmly believe it is obtainable with your help.

Special Prayer Request

We are in need of prayer for many reason. 
Please add our legislative representatives 

to your prayer list for guidance and perservance 
as they work to help children’s homes like ours 
through the Family First laws and intrepretation 
of laws affecting our ministry. Pray that we can 
continue these ministries free of unwarranted 
political influence. May God bless the men and 
women who work to make our society better.

Friday
August 2, 2019
Annual Teeing Off Fore the
Children Golf Tournment

Mark Your Calendar

Alumni Comments and News...

Thank you for your help!

Jimmy Nichols:
 Needless to say I 
would not be where I am 
today if not for the caring 
individuals at the Children’s 
Home. At the age of four 
years old I was placed in 
their care and it was my 
home until after high school 
graduation. I am so thankful 
I was lucky enough to be 
rescued from an uncertain 
future. I am so glad there 
is a place that cares about 
kids.
Doris Bralley:

I have such wonderful 
memories of the Home. I 
think the consistant love 
and structure they provid-
ed me made all the differ-
ence. In 1938, after being 
passed around from relative 
to relative, I was placed at 
the Children’s Home in June 
1943 by the Smyth County 
Welfare Department.

My most vivid memories 
were the four years of high 
school. The schooling and ac-
tivities at the Home helped 
shape my attitude and faith 
for the future. We were al-
ways expected to make top 
grades. If your report card 
wasn’t top notch, it was a 
sad day.

Your birthday was a very 
special day that was cel-
ebrated each year. To this 
day I enjoy celebrating my 
friends and families birth-
days.

Becky Smith Lewkowitz:
I don’t know what 

would have happened to 
me and my sister had it 
not been for the Children’s 
Home! We were so bless-
ed with love and support 
from everyone there. I 
was so excited to bring my 
children to visit and show 
them my childhood home.

It’s hard to imagine the 
impact this home has had 
on so many children over 
the last 100 years.  Thank 
you everyone! I love you 
all!

Wythe County Communi-
ty Hospital congratulat-

ed Tammy Moore, Food Nutrition 
Services Team Lead as Employee 
of the Year 2018. Pictured above, 
left to right: Joseph Wilkins, CEO; 
Theresa Dix, CNO; Tammy Moore; 
Janet Savesky, Director FNS; and 
Adam Martin, COO. Tammy was a 
resident of the Children’s Home 
from 1991-1993. She is current-
ly working on a degree in Cer-
tified Dietary Management. We 
are very proud of Tammy and her 
acomplishments!

Saturday
September 21, 2019

has been designated as the
on-campus day of celebration
for our 100th  Anniversary!

Tammy Moore Honored


