THERE IS Hore s PurroSE!

he cover story of our First Quarter Edition of this

newsletter listed some of the many scenarios that
our residents experience. As bad and unbearable as the
examples seemed to be, there is hope for each and every
child who receives help.

We are pleased to share a great story of two very spe-
cial people who were PCHH residents a few years back.
Their experiences while here changed their lives in more
ways than anyone thought at the time.

Jeremiah Barrera and Jacquelyn Stinson were res-
cued from situations not conducive to producing a suc-
cessful adult life. They came to the Children’s Home
around the same time and both quickly adapted to cam-
pus life and started a fairly rapid healing time.

In talking about their getting together, Jeremiah stat-
ed, “It worked out so great!” Jacquelyn added, “I came
in June 2006 and we got together in October. He caught
my eye first but he was seeing someone else at the time
so it was a challenge.”

The following Q&As are quite interesting:

Q: What was the greatest impact this ministry had on
your life?

A: Jeremiah, “It saved my life. It really did. I think I
was on the verge of death.”

A: Jacquelyn, “Bringing us together... he and 1.”
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Jacqulyn & Jeremiah Barrea with daughter Gabriella
visited the campus recently and updated us on what
is going on in their lives. Check out our website for
a transcript of the full interview.

Q: How did the Home help you overcome the difficul-
ties you faced as a child?

A: Jeremiah, “The Home helped me learn responsibil-
ity, to mature, how to be a leader, how to move for-
ward with my life and get it back.”

A: Jacquelyn, “The Home helped me out of the situa-
tion I was in and it showed me a family thing that 1
didn’t have at home and it showed me not to get mad
over stupid situations. It made me a better person.”

Q: Is there anything that really surprised you that

you did not expect while you were here?

Jeremiah, “The generosity!”

Jacquelyn, “The family values... most people think

staff is in it for the money but after you live here so

long, you can tell they just really want to help kids.”

Q: What suggestions would you have for the children

in care here today?

: Jeremiah, “Being rebellious will get you nowhere.”

: Jacquelyn, “Take advantage of what you are given

because later on down the road, it’ll really help. It

does make a difference!”

Our special thanks to this wonderful family for shar-
ing their lives and story with us. Thank you Barreas!
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Billy Rice

Executive Director

hen a ministry has been around

as long as ours, you can expect
to go through many changes. While
our mission of taking care of children
in need has never changed, we have
had to make many adjustments during
our 93 years of existence. We contin-
uously evaluate what we do and look
for ways to meet the needs of young
people as circumstances change.

That was the process we went
through in deciding to start our In-
dependent Living Program, which
opened on September 5th. Through
our observation, personal experi-
ences of our graduates, and the needs
articulated to us by the Departments
of Social Services, we could see that
the 18 to 21 year-olds were having
trouble making the transition to inde-
pendence.

Many of us can look back at that
time in our life and remember that
we still needed a lot of support from
our parents or extended family. Many
of our children do not have that, and
therefore the freedom that goes with
being on your own becomes over-
whelming and leads to bad decisions.
Our new program will help with the
transition by providing some struc-
ture and the opportunity to practice
the skills necessary for success, in-
cluding saving money that will be
available to them when they go out
on their own. We ask for your prayers
and support as we move forward with
this venture.

I have said many times that one
of the great joys of working in our
ministry is when our alumni come

back and they are successfully rais-
ing their own family. This is doubly
true in our cover story, where both
Jeremiah and Jackie were residents
here at the same time. The chance
to catch up with them and meet
their beautiful daughter made our
day, and I hope it makes you smile

too!
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We Need Your Help!

We continually look for ways to
spread the word about what we
do for young people through this
ministry. You can help by send-
ing us a name and address of

at least one person who shares
similar interest in children. Of
course ask them first but then
use the enclosed business reply
envelope or send an e-mail to
info@pchh.org. Thanks for your
help!
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Open Doors

P.O. Box 545

Giving Children /% 200 0 4360

Hope s Purpose (576 558 5361
for the Future (FAx )(276) 228-8154

www.pchh.org * info@pchh.org

This agency complies with all state and federal
non-profit undraisin% regulations.
A financial statement is available for the asking.
Open Doors is an educational publication produced
in-house periodically to provide insights about PCHH.
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Travis is settling into his new job.

he Home has benefited from the

work that Travis Wirt has given
the Home since 2007. He first ar-
rived and worked as a Houseparent in
Webb Cottage.

About 18 months later, he an-
swered our call to serve as our first
Development Officer assisting our
Development Team (Executive, Ad-
ministrative and Development Direc-
tors) in providing more coverage of
Presbytery & PW Meetings, presen-
tations to churches, groups, and indi-
viduals; as well as one-on-one con-
tact with supporters.

Many of you have probably met
Travis at events and know he has a
deep love and devotion to children.
His enthusiasm for PCHH has made
a difference in his efforts.

As Program Director, Travis is re-
sponsible for directing the day-to-day
activities of the Home’s programs,
ensuring all rules and regulations are
followed, support the Case Managers
and support staff, and ensure constant
quality care of each resident.

Billy Rice, Executive Director,
commented, “Travis shares the same
philosophy and dedication to chil-
dren that we have worked so hard to
maintain and his skills and abilities
promise to make a difference in his
new job for years to come.”

Congratulations Travis and wel-
come to the Leadership Team!



WE'VE Appep THE Next STep... PCHH INDEPENDENT LIVING PROGRAM

or some time now we have been

working to meet the ever-increas-
ing need for an independent living
program to help youngsters who have
successfully completed our regular
residential program or a similar pro-
gram but need a “safety net” while
they successfully transition to com-
plete adult independent living.

Since the consolidation of Gilmer
& Webb Cottages a few years ago be-
cause of the extreme belt-tightening
of the economy and the redirection
of resources by state officials, we
have searched and evaluated what we
should be doing with Gilmer Cottage.

After months of much prayer, re-
search, and surveying demand... the
PCHH Independent Living Program
opened it’s doors September 5, 2012
with 2 residents.

Residents are provided appropri-
ate supervision and support to enable
positive decision-making and experi-
ences. They participate in educational
or vocational training, hold down a
part-time job, take care of their living
quarters, save at least 20% of their in-
come, and work with their Case Man-
ager to develop personal goals and
discharge plan.

Each resident has an individual-
ized plan and is working towards a
target to provide them the chance to
learn responsibility by taking charge
of their own transportation, food
preparation, clothing, recreation, etc.

They complete the Casey Life
Skills Assessment and are evaluated
on their progress. Staff provides train-
ings covering such topics as money
management, personal appearance,
social skills, housekeeping, career
planning, job-seeking, community
resources, interpersonal skills, and
housing.

Staff are: Lyndsay Smith, Case
Manager; James Cato, ILP Trainer;
and Josh Taylor, Houseparent.

PCHH
Independent
Living Program

MoshillyndsayMand]MriCato}

Giving Children
Hope & Purpose
For The Future



SUMMER Time 2012...

GiviNg CHiLbren Hore & PurposE For THE FUTURE

CHECK OUR WEB SITE:
WWW.PCHH.ORG
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